And there would be no problem if
Kostas were to stray into one of these
places: as a volunteer firefighter, he has
the necessary permit.

We stop for a coffee and Kostas lays
his Anavasi maps on the table, showing
us the literally hundreds of yellow-and-
white-marked routes that criss-cross
Greece's rugged terrain - all of which are

: # unsurfaced rights of way. This is looking

like a Land Rover driver's paradise,

E especially as Kostas adds that wild

& camping is widely permitted, including
& on many of the secluded beaches

that can only be reached by mountain

§ tracks. And with Greece's current

well-publicised financial problems, the

8 country is keen to attract tourists, with

accommodation and restaurant prices

noticeably lower than in recent times.
Qur journey continues and we head

north through the large town of

Volos, then east to the Pelion region,

the home of the half-man, half-horse
centaurs of Greek mythology. The sun
was shining in Athens, but as we pass
the 1100-metre-high Chania ski resort
the ground is snow-covered, with some
monster drifts from a heavy snowfall a
month previously. Then we descend into
the sunshine again towards the Aegean
coast, through the town of Zagora to
the small, traditional village of Pouri. This
lovely step back in time has delightful
slate-roofed stone cottages, linked by
steeply spiralling footpaths.

Qur accommodation for the night is
the comfortably furnished Alisachni
guest house. This is where travelling
with a local guide pays off — not only do
they know where to find the best places
to drive, but they also know the best
accommodation and eateries.

And talking of eating, we head back
into Zagora to the roadside Meintani
taverna. This is a real gem, with the
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